Melbourne Metropolitan Board of Works (MMBW) Plans

What are they?

These are comprehensive plans of inner and some outer suburbs showing built
structure such as roads, paths and buildings and also property boundaries. The earliest
of these date from 1892 to early 1900s.

They are available in three scales
40 ft to an inch
160 ft to an inch
400 ft to an inch

How are they useful?

MMBW plans give an accurate, detailed snapshot of a property at a particular time.
They are useful for tracing the process of subdivision of the site, the physical
development of particular buildings and for deducing earlier street numbering.

The 40 ft to an inch plans are the most relevant when researching a particular
property. Information included at this scale includes

e The outline of any buildings on a site

* Position of fences, garden, lawns, outbuildings, verandahs, paths and driveways
e Early street numbers of each property (which may have since changed)

¢ Street names (which may not be the same as the current names)

¢ The name of the property (sometimes)

The 160 ft to an inch plans convey the degree of development of the street and
general area. The 400 ft to an inch plans convey the pattern of development of the
wider suburb. Neither of these larger scale plans include street numbers.

Where to find them

MMBW plans at all 3 scales are available at the Maps Collection, State Library of
Victoria, (La Trobe Street.)

While these may not be directly photocopied, extracts of specific areas may be
obtained by ordering a microfiche copy from which a paper copy can then be printed.
Alternatively, these plans can be traced onto tracing paper.

MMBW plans of North Melbourne at 160 ft to an inch are also held at the North
Melbourne Library. (These may be photocopied.)
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Sands and McDougall (Sands and Kenny) Directories

What are they?

These directories were published annually. They systematically list the occupants of
each building street by street for all of Melbourne, and also list each occupant by
surname. There are other directories, though none cover Melbourne for such a
continuous period.

How are they useful?

Directories can be used to establish

e occupants of a building since its initial construction

e changes in occupancy and occupancy patterns

e when a building first appeared at a particular address

e changes in street numbers and street names

e the general character of a street or suburb at a particular time
o where an individual lived over their lifetime

As directories represent an annual survey, they will not list all the owners and
occupants if these have repeatedly changed in a given year. Individuals who
frequently move or have a transient lifestyle may not appear. Directories convey
nothing about the physical nature of the building on a site.

How to use them

Entries are listed in two ways
e by surname

e by suburb, with north and south sides of each street listed alphabetically
for in each suburb.

Be aware that street numbers and names may have changed. Sometimes small suburbs
may be listed under larger adjacent suburbs.

Start at the earliest period for which the occupants and street number are known and
work back in steps of five years. If any major changes in occupancy or numbering
appear, search year by year to then determine the precise year of the change. (Use a
table to record listings.)

Eventually a year will be reached for which there is either no entry for a site, or
vacant lot. From this the approximate date at which a building was first constructed
on a site can be deduced. (Search back several years further to confirm the site was
not vacant on account of an earlier demolition)



Where fo find them
Years 1857-1970 are held on microfiche at

The Genealogy Section, La Trobe Library, (State Library of Victoria.)
North Melbourne Library



Dryburgh s¢~E side
Victorig st
Luewcer, Heury George
Liobiusen, Georgo
8 Vicant
14 Rowley, Richarg
Hamilton, John
16 aearle, Jamcs
Seife, Re ot
Thowmson, Georyo
farrick ter—
3 Todd, Mrs
2 Tuylor, Jonathan
1 Snook, Arthur
28 Moroney, John
Smith, Pater
3 Tuohy, John
2 Hoen, William
Vacant
0 Stephens, Henry
12 Townsend, J., woodyd
Ashton, Charles
Davidson, Frederick
Querensberry st
Bryant, Llisg, dressmkr
QGilmour, Rodert
Robins, Catherire
Salvation Army
Barcy, Thomas
23 Tindall, W., chair caner
64 Vacant
68 lowells, Edward
683 Kelly, Cornelivy
70 Saaderson, Willium
72 Butinton, Benjunin L.
74 Peng 2lly, Moy b
78 Vicant
Bell, Robert
30 Arnott, 4.
84 Fulton, Robert
90 JInck, Alexander
Middleton, Charles
U2 Cunninyy, William
Wesslink, H.
Crott, Mres Mary
RBr.skerville, Charleg
94 1 ddish, Richard
0 Harley, Joseph F.
93 Fultsn, Hobert
Downing, Robert H,
106 Herald, Alfred

Arden «t
Harris at
St Mdichael's Nehoagl
Golitchan, John
Huaines at
Detaney, D., grocer
Weiker, William
MeNarald, Juir o
Francia, ames
0'Neiil, Frauacis
Glrbe Loy
Ogubsel], I B
layless, John Wm,
Leure] hetel—Llayton,
George
Woad «t
Careniry st
Guy, Willinm
Wichards, John
McIndoe, Jaines
Murray, ihomas
Bakes, James
Bisset, Robert
Haigh, Johu F,
Loy, Willian H.
Frekine st
Couzens, i homng
Broughim st
de Oroucny, Mra E,
horn, MraJ. A,
Lewis, George
Plewinyton ~d

Dryburgh st—W side
Vietoria st
1 Law, Josevh, hootkr
2 Firnane, Thomns
5 Hite James
4 Roduer, Elizabeth
5 Dove, Joseph
{ Lewis, Wilfi)f.m H.
2 Towart, lRobert
MeCutlieh, Thomas
13 Hamilten, John
Galvin, 7ohn
10 {i{t;gcrson, D.
iite, Walter H., grocr
Hopkins, Mrs ffanny
27 Bonghey, Jo..,
29 idrown, Wiiliam
31 Davenjort, £dwin
Bruce, John
33 Robinson, Georige
3 Kewple
37 Moxhan, John
39 Visser, Vetepr
41 Butt, Mre Jane
43 Tabley, jamnes
Tiord villon—1 to 2
1 Bennett, Kdward
2 Ferguson, Georgo
47 Amess, Jues
63 Ianter, John
€5 Phillips, Edward
O'Connor, Martin
Darygie, Alexander
Queensbrrry st
¥ Wilson, Juhn
f Hibbhert, George
7 Cordes, Heinrich D,
9 Mongan, Michi.clyrocer
Leavold, Chas,
13 Fite, Albert
15 Gill, Jogeph
Right-cf-ray—
Veeant
sorvis, Henry
Eweeney, Michuel Al
Byers, Mg Lnw
Vacant
Dole, William
L, ich, Robert
P operty, Thoman
Arnold, toseph
Laswson, Matthew
Morrison, Joha
Maonie, Robert C.
Gillexple, Wm.,
Wickian, Henry
Arden st
Huines gt
Shiel st
Lehean, Jogeph 1.
Bean, George
Couper, Guvin
Tart, William
MuGibhon, Johu, jun,
Muwure, Johin
MceCorkeldl, Mry, grooer
Gidney, Tvaac
Ceitiing ot
Comely, Wililam
Mahouy, Michael
Buker, Frederick
Ford, Juries
Laurens, Johi, M.
Macourt, Williamn
MeShane, Jeseph
Adam, Juhn
Currie, Peter
Erekine st
Stewart, Williain
Aitken, James
Battf" Mrs
fTughes, William
Hundlton, Jawes
Vacant
Coop, Walter

1
1

]
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1
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HOTHAM.

Mitchell, Edward
Schoolsr, Rabert
‘Aaroer, Willlant H.
White, H
Raadall, Chas E,, town
clerk, Hotham
Dlaskoio ter—
Yacant
mlhm;, Pc;my
b 8
Robirson, rs Thomas
8mith, Theodore
dew%n, Keuben
11 1gerlield, Pilwin
Meintyre, Durncan
ore, ‘Thomas
Gray, Wasiter
Hare, Misy Jesule, tchr
nf musio
Vaunghan, ‘Villian
Langford, flobt., rusctnr
Crirran st
Flemirgton rd

Elizabeth st N—W side

Victoria st
Quesnaberry st
Bedford st

(See Elizabeth st N—Melb.)

Elm st

Abbotyfurd st
16 Staap, Joan T,
14 Johnrson, Willlam
18 Broauaer, i harlcs
12 Ryan, Mrx Margaret
11 Kerrney, Nilllam
10 Wyles, james
9 Irwood, J »eph
8 Lloyd, Thomas
7 Daker, Janes
6 Andiy, Mis Amy
6 Flelder, Walter James
4 Banks, Stephen
3 Roulent, Thomas
2 Elton, Thomas
1 EHart, Heory
Unden s
Preabyteriai Church
Btate 8Bchool (No 307)
Curion st

Errol pl

Erroi st—W ridde
1 Hogan, Pstrisk
3 Kiug, M Jane
4 Brewer, Williaus
5 Reid, —
6 Boroman, Sawuel
7 Kelly, Joam W,

Errel st—2 side
Victoria ot
6 Miller, Ming, pastry cook
8 Johnson,C., fist miunger
10-12 Grabagy, Mre,Lout olr
Webbd, 8 J., ncwmygent
15 !xhlbi)zi;g Boct Co.
- Croas, J,, migr
;i;‘:?:?‘lz..’lu:.hucr cutter
s Lo, halt dreeser
Gibbon, 3. N., fabest
14 McDonalld, J. A, btehr
18 Tacon, 7. W., ;reengr
18 Harris, ., halcdrorser
20 Williame,J, L, plumber
Lews, 3. & Co, wmn-
m;rdh m[a:um
peon, L., ley gocds
24 Malne, F., bameopcth
ld: at

Chaps, ich)., bichr
30 Wade, Eron., tadibre

824 Sandry, Misses, mantle

ma} er and costumler

Ewmpire hotel—Power,
Redmond R,

The Wholesale Clothing

Co,—8keen, Andrew,

nmanager

Hotham lockup—Cor-
bett, Henry V., sergt

Library and Mechank. ¢
Institute

Federal Bank of Austra-
lia, Lunited (buch)-—
Griffeh, E. A, mugr

Court House

Post Gffice—3lacgibton,
John, postmaster

Telegraph ofice—1Iasi-
eon, Miss L. J,, opertr
Queensberry st

[3) Greﬁ)’:y. W, A, dejeer

52 Molbourne Savfngn Bx
(Hotham  braich)—
Hogg, F. 8., mannrer

&4 Barnes, Josepb, ciretnlst

Clements, John, tbenst

58 Kcene, Chas. C., grocer

69 Peachy, Robt., butcher

62.64 King, Willlara& (.,
drajpers

66 Chancellor, W., btmkr

63 Chancellor & Son, grers

Bendigo st

70 Steabben,Geo., rounfctnr

72 Houuson, Jonathan 8.,
hootmaker

74 King, Worth Willlain

76 Bll, Francis

78 Lucas, Albert

80 Dixon, David

84 Deeley, Jas R., grocer

88 O'Connor, Edwa

83 M Llﬂ d('tlgm'l;l

Morley, Correlius

90 Mill, Samusl G.

92 Mullins, Laurence
Corrigan, Elizaboth
Vacant

Knight, Sarah J.
9408 Easton, Fredk., blder
84 MclLaughlan, william
100 Baerret’. Patrick
Arden st
U'Shanassy st
Courtiey st
Murph

8 Sutclifle, Robert Samuel
Quinn, Patrick
Merryfield, Satnuel
Boulton, Thomas
Hill, Chax., town sury yr

Flemington rd

Errol st—W side
Vidoria o
1 Crisp, J. F., dauper
3 Brown, Alex., ygiucer,
wine & spirit mrer ot
5 Leeminy, Wm., booimks
7 Kirkus, Wm., auctnecr,
hse, Ind & ins agut
? Barrow, William
Hothamhtl—McKensa,
John W,
Birol gl
Coatex,Mrs ., foy roods
18 Lissrck, IL, tancy gocds
i; glrimthl.)l.w.,boolmkr
Shupson, Jas., grocer
21 O'Keete, Edwe., btmkr
23 Beetchenow, Chaw. 1.,
pork butcher

10 Town Hall lhotel —
O'Callaghan, David
Sinéth's orurt—
Cousins, Samuel
Galway, Mrs .
Smith, Thomas
10.01 Suum,l{.,fnr
.21 Young, .,drepe
214 Bath, C,, bt str(branch)
Gay, George
23 Catt, R., furmniture dlr
20 Vine, MsR., enlctor
Cros pl—
Egan, Owen
KReating, Johi
llerbcr't] Fredk,
2732 Fitzgerald,Bros ,dpn
£H Smyth, Mra&k Co.,minr
87 White, it., bortmaker
Walker, Peter B,
%9 Wadsworth,Edward M.,
watchmaker
41-43 Atkin,Chas A ,chins{
45 Brown, John, hootmr
47 Hayles, Aifred, confr
61 Lyons, Edmand, & Son.
Lookscilers & statrs
Pearce, Alfred B,, pic
ture frazne manufact:
LIANC Ison, Wi, tobest
63 Sinith, Geo., bactmaker
06 ‘Thaascn, 4., basketr
67 Redilish, Win,, pawnbr
¢ ieensberry st
Bar ik of Victoria (breh'
—Unnguehaye, W, E.
manager
45 Burrell, Mrs and Miss
dressiuakers
Millward, Miss, fey repy
47 Lancashire, A.J., tailo
40 Mont de Piéte Co.—
O Fareel’,Joseph, tn
61 Loneacshire, T.H,, halrd:
98 MeMarter, Peter B.
watchmr & jeweller
58 MeMaster, Wm. L., bki
07 Kidd, Mm Aun
50 McEwan, Nos Margaret
6). Withers, Jra. R,, solct
Ellis, Barnett, auctnees
61 Magnus,MissE. ,dressmi
Purcell st
63 Crisficld, MrvA. dresenn
65 Mullancy,Mrs 8., grroce
Oxfond hotel~O'Brien
Michael

nier

Glass st
&l Thurton, Henry
81 Sav.ders & Co., hisa agrt
84 I'attecson, David, grow
87aTregenr, Willlam
McShane, Mrs A, groc:
Keanedy, Mise M. drsun
87 Ferguson, Jamet. Sin
wer's sewing maching

agent
AHan, John H., tailor
Al Howell, Willtam
Secotia st
Grifin‘s ter—~1t0 7
1 Fanning, Willlam
2 Andenson, —
3 Munro, John
6 Fraece, Alexander
8 Anderson, John
7 sundan, Edeapt

Lhnerick Castle hotel-
Bewdham, Jane ~
Arden ot
Bishcp. Samel, btehr
O'Shanarry st
Vacant
Collins, Taniel

Kitchen, Mry Marin




674 Ian

ALPHABETICAL, Zan

Lang, Janies, 14 Macqunarie-ar, Pra. -

Lang, James, 40 Macquarie-st, Pra. .

Lang, John (Lang, Thos., and Co,), E. M,

IuaglG, JOHN, tailo> and practical shirt
maker, 114 Bourke-sc eust ; p.r. Iatington.
st, Col, : :

Lang, John, Bayles-st, Pkvle., Carl.

Lang, Joseph, Kaukiu-rd, Xens.

Lang, L, engraver and lithographer, 30 Queen-
tt; p.r. Perth.st, Pra.

Lang, Lewis, Albert-st, Pt. M,

. Lang, M. W, (Langdon, H. J., and Co.), Haw-

. thorn-rd, Caul.

LANG, MATTHEW, and Jo. (Lang,
M.; Bcott, Alex.), wite and spirit mer.
chants, 83 Collins-st west; p.r. Gipps-at
enzt, E. M, Tel. No. 267

Tang, Mrs A, bootinaker, 199 Lygou-st, Carl,

Lang, 3Mrs Ellen, gen dlr, 22 Stanlcy-st, Col.

Lang, K., 43 Rowena-par, Rd.

Lang, Lobert, 28 Evans-st, Pt. M,

YLang, Sumuel, 20 (fore-st, F.

LANG, THOMAS, and Co. (Lang, Thos.
Lang, Jelm), nurservuen, seedsmen unq
forists, 3 Lit. Collins-st west; pr, 10
George-st, E. M. Tel No 863

Leng, Thomas, Brunswick-st west, Bk.

Tang sod Turmiel, butehers, BMt, Alexander-
1d. Ess,

Lang, William, 12 ¥ cguarig-et, Pra,

Laog, William, Meircse-st, Hot.

Leng, Willaw, {rriner, Epsomn-rd, As. Va,

Lang, Wiliam, Baribra-rd, Cuaul.

Yang, Williawm, farwer, Greenshorougl, Heid.

Lang, Wiu, boot warehouae, 116-118 Rourke.
56 ¢nsl

Lungen, Jataes, AMr.d-st, Fey.

Taages, Miss Zuina, 11 Zrunswick-¢t, N. F,

Langen, Patrick, 332 Lygon-at, Carl.

Taangdale, Mrs, St. Jawas's-pk, Burwood-rd,

AW,

LANGDON, H. J., and Co. (Lan don,
Henry J., and )., W.), general merchants
undimporters of chenveaeend drysulteries
agents for Chance Bios., Birmin liam,
8 Elizebrth-et; pr. Kowthorn-rd, Cavl.

Laugcon, Miss Jave, Budd-st, Col,

Langdcr, M. W, Hewthornad, Caul.

Lay-gdon, William, 124 Gledstone-pl, 8. M,

Yargdor; Wiltium, Shisi.st, Hct.

Lacgcon, Willinm Forrar (Farmr, H. W, and
Cu)y 63 Lit Collins-st weat; 7. Haw.
tbhorn.zd, Caul.

Longford, William, Smart-st, Haw,

Lauge, Edword, caretuker Tavrn Verciu, La-
trobe.ot exst,

Tange, Frederick C. (lange and Thoneiwnn),
Alma.p, Ceal.

m‘e, Louis, Lonsdnic.tt east,

and THONZIMAN ( Lange,
F. C; Kiog, 8.) importers, wiue, ephiit
and gencral merchants, 32 & 86 Market sl

Langford, Capt. Nicholas, 13 Eville-p}, 8. M,

Langford, Clewent (Langford and Hoptchl.
acn) Newsy-zt, B, :

Langford and Co. (Langford, Samucl), whole.
salo greeers, 106 Elizabeihest; pr. 16
Lenncx-st, Rd. :

Langford and Co., ructioncers and ivs agte, 71
Quecusberry-st, Hot, N

Largford, Grorge (J.P., and J.P. for .5 W.),
Edenhope, Almu-pt east, St, K.

Largferl end Hutehison  {Langford, C.;
Hutclison, H.), butld<cs and contractors,
151 Bridge-rd, Rd. _

Langford, James, Curran.st, Rat, :

Langford, Jumes, Mosz-pl, Howard-st, Hot.

Langford, John, builder, Burke-»I. Horo.

Laugfoid, John, Currun-st, Hot.

Leugford, John, 18 Green-st, Ra.

Langford, Mrs Rbada, grocer, 26 Stanley-at, Cof,

Langford, Putrick, Victoria-st west, Bk,

Laogford, Richard, Dover-rd, N. Wina.

LANGFORD, ROBERT, and Co.
{Rtobert), fish, game, nud oyster salesweu,
and genera! auctioneers, and commission
agents, Fish Market, Flinders.st east;
p.r. Desburghest, Hot.

LANGFORD, ROBERT, sud Co.
{Robert), house, land, estute, insurance
egents, and  general  suctioneers, 7%
Queensberry.st, Hot. (see adot)

Lengford, Robert, 2 Vine-st, Wr,

Langford, Rolont 1., 26 Vine.st, Wr,

Langfor), William, 12 Catherine-st, .

Lungford, Win., and Co,, £2 Victoria-st, Rd.

Lunghaw, Henry, 8 Dight-st, Col.

Langham, James, 72 Kerrest, ¥,

Langhaw, Mrs Kmma, frucy repository, 201
Clarendon-st, 8, M.

Langham, Willaws (., Newry-st, N, F.

Langlhome, Mrs Hacy A., confr, 20 fincen-st

ianghorne, Edward, 738 Napier-st, ¥.

Langhiorne, George, John st east, Bk.

Langhorne, Rabert, 216 Napier.st, £,

L GLANDE ¥OQUNDRY COM-
PANY Limited (with which is in-
corporated the Fulton Foundry Cowpany
Limited) ironfoanders, blncksmiihs, heiler-
makers, machinery wmercliunts, and iio-
porters of engineers’ tools; &e. Head
office and warks, Normanby-rd, 8. M.,
Yarrs Bank south; machinery wurehouse;
126 Collins-st west-—Thomann, James,
mannger; p.r. As. Va. Tel No 131

Langlands, George, 83 Clarendon-st, S, M,

Langlunds, Heory, Hunter-st Coi. :

langlands, Kenry W, 41 Richmond-ter, Rd..

Langiands, Thomass, Canning-st, N. Caxl.

langlauds, Williun, 76 Coppin-st, Rd.

Langlans, Robert, St. Viucent-st west, S. M.

Langzley, difrel, 8% Vinceut-st west, S, M.

Larczley, Edwin, erated water manufacturer;
Grattan-st, Carl, - ‘

Langicy, Q., com sgt, Madeline-st, Carl.

Laugley, John M., chion and glass jmporter,
218 Bourke-st erat ‘

Lacgloy, Joshaa, pawnbroker, 17¢ Elizabeth-st

Langley, Mrs Ellen, tobacoorist, 158 Clares-

don-st, 8. M,

Langley, Rev, Henry 4., (C.ol
“Crove, Pra, : ‘
Langley, 'Thomas, 5 High-st,
Lnng)o{v, W., bairdr, 828 Det
Janglois, Lois, Foacousfleld-p
I lois, 'l.'!.on;u, Albert-st v
aaguore, Arthur G., Malver
LAJ.QHGBXDGE, G.D., a
ridge, Hon, George D., A
Langridge, G. T.), aucti:
house Innd and estate Rg
st west, and 64 Swith
course-rd, Kens. Molb
No 718, Newmarke!
(s¢0 adot.)
Lcngrldge, John, Barrett-st,
Langridge, John, 40 Evang-sf
Lexygridge, Mrs 1., 2 Falkiyk.
LA&IGBIDGE MOTU.
NENT BUILDING
Emith-st, Col., auu 42 (
Laiigridge, Hon. G. D
nighager; p.r. North-te
Tol o 718 (see adr
Laogridge Mutual Pericune
{Arnold, C. 8, mingy), Rac
Lang haw, Joseph, Artbur Se
Languhaw, W, Edward-st,
Langshaw, William, Arthur §
Laugstroth, Edward, gruiner
Curl,
LANGTON, DAVID
Brunswick-ct, I pr 1
Lang*cu, enry, butchar, B
Langton, Henry, Auburn.rd,
Langton, Edward, sce, Mo
(Ltd), Bank-pt, Collins-s
LANGTON and HOL:
Edward; Holmes, (.
and average adjusters, Lix
Bank-pl, CoDins-st west
Langton, Hon, Edwar Jang
“Min Min,” Viliam-st, ;
Langton, livers, nerchant
15-16 Vaugban-chamber
p-r. Brighton-nd, St. K.
Largtree, Charles, Northwood
Laegtree, Thomes, 181 Sprin;
Langtree, Thomas, Hiltoa-st,
Langtree, Thomas J . St. Vin
Lasgwell, Saxuel, 65 Barkly.
Langwill, Peter, coke mercgz
Ged Coal and Coke Co., .
st west; p.r. Alma-st wves
Lanham, Williarw, Hoddle-st,
Lanigan, Daniel, Scotchmer-s!
Lanigan, Mrs 3Mery, Park-st (
hn?gan, Philip, 72 Elizabeth
Lauigan, R., Qlobe htl, Crock
Lankenan, C, 6 Lothian-ter, .
8, George, Ruabon-st, *
Maurtin, Grant-st, Co
Lannan, Mertin, 79 Buckingt

Lannigan, B., Rusden-st, Elst

Lannicg, Henry, 23 Swith-st,




Rate books

What are they?

Rate books are generally available for the nineteenth century and early twentieth
century. They contain information about every rateable property in a suburb, which
was collected annually.

How are they useful?

Rate books can convey the following information about a particular property

e When a building first appeared

¢ Basic facts about a building. I.e. Construction material, number of rooms.

e Whether a building has been enlarged, partially demolished, replaced.

e  Who has owned a property, who has occupied it and their occupation

. Trends in the property value, which may also indicate its physical development.
¢ Changes in street numbering.

e The historic character and sequence of development of a street

o The process of subdivision of the site

How to use them

For each year streets are listed by ward. The streets within each ward are listed
alphabetically at the beginning of each ward section, though within each ward section,
the streets are not listed alphabetically. They are listed in the order in which the
council official surveyed the suburb. (This was generally the same for each
subsequent year.) Within each street section, each side is listed separately.

i.e. north side, then south side or east side, then west side.

1. Start at the most recent year available in the rate books. Locate the street in the
alphabetical listing at the beginning of each ward section.

2. Scroll through entries until the relevant street is found.

Identify the property from either its street number or its relative position in the
street. (If unsure, first check MMBW plans and directories to establish these.)

4. Copy out the relevant entry, noting the entry number. Compiling a table,
check previous years moving back in steps of 3-5 years. (Use the entry
number to locate the relative position of the property within the earlier rate
books.) If major changes occur, check intervening years to pinpoint when.

5. Check back until only vacant land is listed for the property. The first mention
of a building in the rate book description of the property in following years
will indicate when a building was first constructed on the site.



Interpreting the information

Rate books are generally accurate, though minor discrepancies sometimes occur in the
details of occupants and descriptions of properties.

Issues to consider

e The existing building may not be the earliest at a site. Indications of this might be
a change from a timber to brick, or a house might replace stables on a property.

e Most streets were initially unnumbered, and numbering commonly changed.
* Has the name of the street been changed?

* Has the property always had its current boundaries? There may be no listing of
vacant land for a site because it was part of a larger block that was subdivided.
Check to see whether the number of listings in a street suddenly increased in a
given year.

As suburbs developed, the large allotments sold in the initial crown land sales were
typically subdivided, thus increasing the number rateable properties in later years.

Where to find them

North Melbourne, Melbourne and Malvern rate books are held on microfiche at
Genealogy Section, La Trobe Library, (State Library of Victoria.)

Local Libraries

(North Melbourne holds rate books for North Melbourne 1855-1905 and for
Melbourne 1845-1910.)



An ASSES‘SMEN 4

And an Assessment to the Sﬁmal Rtlc ‘made” 6y (

‘in tlu Year o/f our Lord, 1873, after the Rale of Sixpence half- “penny in
- BLECTORAL DISTRICT OF RTH MELBOURNE.
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Online Resources

State Library of Victoria

The online catalogue may be used to search the State Library’s massive collections including
manuscript and photographic material. Entering the search terms ‘MMBW?’ and your street name will
bring up MMBW plans showing your inner-city street.

www.slv.vic.gov.au

Australian Architectural Index
Online database of architectural references in Melbourne newspapers, journals and other sources.

www.mileslewis.net/australian-architectural.html

Melbourne I-Heritage Database

The City of Melbourne has commissioned heritage studies since the early 1980s and now has an
invaluable collection of heritage information for more than 8000 places within the municipality,
which is available online.

www.melbourne.vic.gov.au/BuildingandPlanning/Planning/heritageplanning/Pages/iHeritage.aspx

Picture Australia

This is the largest online database of digitised Australian pictorial collections, accessible through a
single search engine.

www.pictureaustralia.org

Other Resources

Burchett Index

Melbourne City Council's Notices of Intention to Build (NOITB), are held at the Victorian Public
Records Office (as VPRS 9288), The 39,000 original records cover the period 1850-1916, but for the
Fitzroy area the records terminate in 1870. In about 1980, Winston Burchett produced a card index of
about 15,000 of the more significant records.

This index is accessible in microfiche form at the State Library of Victoria and the Public Records
Office of Victoria, and in card form at the Department of Transport Library (Infralib) at 121
Exhibition Street, Melbourne (appointments only 9655 8600).

Land Victoria

Historic titles and parish plans will show sequence of land subdivision and ownership for properties.
These are available at Land Victoria’s central offices at:

Level 9, 570 Bourke Street, Melbourne 3000. (open 8:30 am to 4:00pm Monday to Friday).



