Hotham History News
mid-year 2009
Dear friends and supporters of the Hotham History
Project,
We trust that 2009 has been a good year for all our
members and that some of you have been able to
come to the talks we have already organized for the
year. We are now into a new financial year so we
are attaching our membership renewal form for
2009-10.
Please disregard this if you have
renewed your membership recently.

AGM: 2.OOpm SATURDAY 22 AUGUST
The Hotham History Project Annual General
Meeting will be held at the newly opened clubhouse
of the City of Melbourne Bowls Club in the Flagstaff
Gardens. The Bowls Club has been extremely
generous in opening the clubhouse to the wider
community and we are very grateful to the Club for
the use of this wonderful new facility.
If you are interested in joining the committee or
would like more information about our activities,
please contact one of the committee or send us an
email at info@hothamhistory.org.au.
Chair: Lorna Hannan (9328 3211)
Treasurer: Rae Nicholls (9816 9720)
Secretary: Mary Kehoe (9329 5814)

Guest Speaker: Gerald Georges at 2.30pm
Our guest speaker, Gerald Georges, was the
proprietor of West Melbourne French restaurant, La
Chaumiere, for almost 30 years.
Gerald’s
anecdotes and recollections will bring back fond
memories for all those who visited La Chaumiere
during its heyday.

New Clubrooms Open At Last!

Key features include:
• cutting edge green design to provide one of the
most drought-tolerant and water-efficient
natural turf greens in Australia
• a high performance double-glazed alicladtimber window system
• solar hot water
• a grey water diversion system
• a low energy hybrid heating and cooling system
using geothermal technology
• automated lighting and security systems
• passive solar design.
Much of the old clubhouse was destroyed by fire in
January 1994. The club operated from makeshift
facilities from then until August 2007; then during
construction, from temporary homes with other
bowls clubs.
Despite these challenges the City of Melbourne
Bowls Club has flourished, with ever-increasing
numbers of local and corporate bowlers and
substantial success in the Royal Victorian Bowls
Association pennant competition.
Members are delighted to be able to return to their
home ground and to this wonderful facility, with
grateful thanks to City of Melbourne Councillors and
staff.
Now we can focus on the long-running project of
writing a history of the club, in partnership with the
Hotham History Project! We intend this will cover
the period 18 August 1866 to 18 August 2009.

Venue for Hotham
History Project AGM

By Madeleine Scully
Immediate past Chair, City of Melbourne Bowls Club
Committee member Hotham History Project

Many locals watched with interest the construction
of the bowls club facilities in the Flagstaff Gardens.
Since moving in almost 3 months ago the Club has
been welcoming a stream of visitors keen to see
inside. The AGM on 22 August will be a great
opportunity for those Hotham History Project
supporters who’ve not already done so to
experience the wonderful facilities.
There is a strong commitment to environmentally
sustainable design.

OTHER ACTIVITIES FOR 2009
Hotham History Project Committee meetings are
th
usually held bi-monthly on the 4 Tuesday of the
month at the North Melbourne Library. Committee
meetings for the remainder of 2009 will be on 25
August and 27 October at 7.30pm

Walk – 2.00pm Saturday 5 September

Home by George Dixon

Join Winsome Roberts as she brings alive the
tumultuous early years of settlement on Hotham
Hill with the submergence of the natural
landscape and the effect of the terrain on the
social development on the hillside.
Meet outside the North Melbourne Library, 66
Errol Street.

This piece of earth, this plot, some call terra firma,
--Too much terror lately, pardon the pun, should be firmer.
In fact its wobbly... our shop and dwelling, with inmates.
2 white settlers, 2 pets, baby mouse & adult, cockroaches!
Like the hungry sparrows and pigeons, miners, blackbirds.
The facade is crumbling; hand-made bricks weakly bonded,
With lime and mortar turning to dust; parching droughts
Aided by man-made machines: leviathans on 32 wheels,
Hurtle by; the ambient airways poisoned by noxious fumes
And screaming sirens, until Mother Nature whips up a storm
Or sends us gusts of searing white heat that incinerates
All living creatures in its path and terra firma melts.
Supersonic aircraft glide above and fast trains below
Set up vibrations of 6 on the Richter scale: dust and noise
Combine to erode our place by multiplying cracks like
Varicose veins; chunks of masonry crumble and fall...
Thank God pedestrians can escape to the gardens and avoid
Falling branches during violent storms! The Quercus robur
Irrigated by our ancient toilet seems to thrive throughout
Drought and tempest, and sheds lots of fecund acorns
That sprout into little oak trees, where they lie in the yard.

History Week 2009
History Week will be held from 25 October to 1
November. The Hotham History Project will be
giving talks about North Melbourne’s early
history to students at Errol Street Primary
School. A walk will also be included in the
History Week Calendar of Events.

Walk – 2.00pm Saturday 7 November
This walk during the Melbourne Racing Carnival
will continue the horse theme and visit some of
the sites in North Melbourne where activities
related to horses and carting once flourished.
We will let you know the meeting place, closer to
the event.

RHSV HISTORY SUPPORT GROUP
BANNER GRANT
The Hotham History Project has been very
fortunate to secure a grant for a Toucan Roll-Up
Banner Stand to promote the group at future
activities. The banner has been designed by our
web master, Guy Murphy, and features our
fountain logo and some of our publications. We
hope the banner will be available for our
activities around History Week towards the end
of this year.

Perhaps an ancestral family of aborigines hunted here
As they roamed this vast continent – the Great Southland!
I have seen their descendants dancing a corroboree: music
According to their ancient rituals; even a “warrior” deftly
Hurling a boomerang across the dry lawns of the gardens,
We all wait expectantly as it flutters to earth near his feet.
Is this their dreamtime or their real time when a clan
Hunted for food to eat in order to live? Perhaps a mother
Suckles her darling piccaninny, till the wind comes up
And she turns her back to the sun, gathers the infant
And the dead food and returns to her family by the river.
Once upon a time...

We also received a grant of $50 towards the
printing of coloured promotional membership
brochures. The brochure is still to be designed.
We wish to convey our appreciation for these
grants to the History Victoria Support Group,
RHSV, and in particular, its Convenor, Joan
Hunt.

FOR THOSE WHO MISSED OUR
EARLIER 2009 EVENTS
Gary Presland’s talk in March generated an
enormous amount of interest and we had to find
additional chairs to accommodate the large
turnout.
In May we had a fascinating talk by Lyndon
Arnold about James Heffernan and his family,
Lyndon’s great- great grandfather, who built the
intriguing 1850s shop/house on the south-east
corner of King & La Trobe Streets. We were also
very privileged to have as our guests, Lola
Russell and George Dixon, who live in the
house. Lola, a descendant of the second family
to own the building, recited a poem George had
written about living in the house. It was a perfect
end to a most delightful evening.

The shopfront at 330 King Street. A photograph of George and
Lola can be seen through the lighted window.

We hope to see you at our AGM or at the walks we
have planned for the remainder of the year.

