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Hotham History Project 
Constitution

The introduction of the 
Associations Incorporation 
Reform Act 2012 now requires 
all incorporated bodies to adopt  
a statement of purpose and 
certain rules to cover members' 
rights and obligations. 

The Committee has prepared a  
constitution, based on the Model 
Rules prepared by the 
Department of Consumer Affairs 
which administers the Act.  This 
constitution is on our website 
and a copy has been left at the 
desk at the North Melbourne 
Library.  There will also be some 
copies available at the AGM 
when it will be put to all 
financial members for approval. . 

If you would like a copy emailed 
or posted to you, please let us 
know at: 
info@hothamhistory.org.au but 
please bear in mind that it is 
quite long and we are trying to 
avoid printing too many copies 
in the interest of conservation. If 
you are unable to attend the 
AGM and would like to vote on 
the constitution you can appoint 
a proxy. 

Proxy forms for voting on the 
constitution will be sent out 
shortly – refer to the next item.

Annual General Meeting 
and vote on constitution

2.00pm Saturday 12 October

Venue: The Huddle, North 
Melbourne Football Club, 
Arden Street.

All organisations need renewal 
to continue to exist and we 
encourage you  to consider 
becoming more involved in your 
local history group.  If you would 
like to  discuss nominating for 
the committee  please contact 
one of the current office bearers 
listed below:  

Chair: Lorna Hannan (9328 3211)

Treasurer: Rae Nicholls (9816 9720)

Secretary: Mary Kehoe (9329 4814)

Nomination forms and proxy 
forms for voting on the 
constitution will be sent out 
shortly with a flyer advertising 
the AGM.

AGM Guest Speaker: 
Professor Janet McCalman

After the business of the meeting 
and the vote on the 
constitution,.Janet McCalman, 
who co-founded the Hotham 
History Project with our Chair, 
Lorna Hannan, in 1995, will 
present “Vandemonians in 
Hotham: Tales of former 
Tasmanian convicts who ended 
their days in Hotham from the 
Founders & Survivors Project.”

Founders & Survivors is a 
partnership between historians, 
genealogists, demographers and 
population health researchers. It 
seeks to record and study the 
founding population of 73,000 
men women and children who 
were transported to Tasmania. 
Many survived their convict 
experience and went on to help 
build a new society, both in 
Tasmania and other colonies.

Vale – Albert (Al) Knight

We also wish to express our 
deepest sympathy to Janet on 
the death of her husband,  Al 
Knight, earlier this year.  Al, a 
well respected  “book man” and 
publisher, designed the series: 
Annals of Hotham and the first 
two books in the series, The 
Melbourne Benevolent Asylum 
and Faithful Friends.  We are 
greatly indebted to Al for the 
time and expertise he 
contributed in the early years of 
the Hotham History Project.   

Lorna Hannan will be writing an 
obituary for our next newsletter 
and for the North & West 
Melbourne News.

Spring Fling – Sunday 20 
October 11am - 6pm

The Hotham History Project will 
have a street stall at the Spring 
Fling this year and we looking 
for volunteers to help on the 
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stall.  We realise some of you will 
have other commitments on the 
day, but if you could spare an 
hour or two, it gives everyone the 
opportunity to have some free 
time to see the Spring Fling. Guy 
Murphy has volunteered once 
again to research the history of 
houses belonging to buyers of his 
book: At Home on Hotham Hill.

Lorna & Bill Hannan will again 
be conducting tours of the Town 
Hall clock tower, so if you missed 
out last year, now is your 
opportunity. 

New Zealand limestone in 
Australian buildings

Those members who attended 
Mary Chapman's fascinating 
talk, “Mineral Mt Somers to 
Marvellous Melbourne” in July, 
will be interested to hear that 
Mary has discovered yet more 
buildings that used New Zealand 
limestone. She is planning a trip 
to Queensland to investigate its 
use in Brisbane and has offered 
to give us an update on her 
research in a future newsletter.

Talk by Geoff Leach on 
historical subdivisions

Unfortunately, this workshop, 
advertised in our last newsletter, 
has had to be postponed as Geoff 
Leach is unable to conduct it at 
present.  We will notify you 
when it is rescheduled.

Temperance Walk in May

Temperance Hall leading to first floor

The members and friends who 
joined us on our Temperance 
walk, concluding with a visit to 
the Temperance Hall,  were 

lucky to score an unscheduled  
viewing of another local building, 
no longer open to the public. We 
happened to be in Chetwynd 
Street when the former police 
Courthouse, now occupied by the 
Latvian Relief Society – 
Daugavas Vanagi, was open. We 
were invited to have a look 
inside, a case of being in the 
right place at the right time. 

Bill Hannan, whose two articles 
on the Temperance Hall in the 
North & West Melbourne News 
inspired the walk, gave us a 
fascinating account of its varied 
history and he was joined by 
HHP member Bill Liddy and 
friends, who regaled us with 
colourful stories of their 
experiences in the days when the 
Temperance Hall  was used by 
the Eureka Youth League. 

We wish to thank the Legion of 
Mary, current owners of the 
Temperance Hall,  for their 
warm hospitality and delicious 
afternoon tea.

Temperance Hall view towards entrance

History Week 2013
20-27 October

We encourage you to avail 
yourself of some of the 
interesting walks, talks, 
exhibitions and other events, , 
that make up History Week this 
year. To check out the large 
number of events, go online to: 
www.historyweek.org.au

2013 Centennial Exhibitions

This year marks the centenary of 
many significant events, 
including the opening of the 
magnificent domed reading room 
at the State Library of Victoria.  
An exhibition, “Free, secular & 

democratic: building the Public 
Library 1853-1913” traces the 
first sixty years of the Melbourne 
Public Library, from its founding 
in 1853 to the opening of the 
domed reading room and is well 
worth a visit. 

Another centenary being 
celebrated this year is the 
foundation of Canberra, the 
original design of which was by 
Chicago architect, Walter Burley 
Griffin.  After leaving Canberra, 
Burley Griffin and his wife, 
Marion Mahony Griffin lived in 
Heidelberg, Victoria from 1922 to 
1925 and were responsible for 
some important Melbourne 
buildings such as the Capitol 
Theatre in Swanston Street.

The Heidelberg Historical 
Society has curated an exhibition 
which pays tribute to Burley 
Griffin's Canberra project as well 
as the Griffins' other work 
spanning three continents 
during the first half of the 20th 
century.  A group of Hotham 
History members enjoyed a tour 
of the exhibition recently and we 
would recommend the exhibition 
to anyone interested in the early 
days of Canberra and the history 
of architecture. 

The exhibition is on display in 
the Old Heidelberg Court House, 
cnr Jika Street and Park Lane 
and is open Sundays 2pm – 5pm 
until late November. Cost to see 
the exhibition is $5 per person.

Thank you to all those 
members who renewed at the 
start of the financial year or 
intend to renew at the AGM. A 
gentle reminder to those who  
have forgotten.  If you are 
unsure of your financial 
status, please contact us on: 
info@hothamhistory.org.au.

If you no longer wish to 
receive our notices and 
newsletters please  let us 
know and we will remove you 
from our mailing list.

http://www.historyweek.org.au/

